Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.050; wR factor = 0.159; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.3.
The title compound, C 12 H 14 O 6 , features a roughly planar molecule (r.m.s. deviation for all non-H atoms = 0.287 Å ). In the crystal, the molecules are held together by C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For the use of dehydroacetic acid as a starting material in the synthesis of heterocyclic ring systems, see: Prakash et al. (2004) , and of biologically important molecules such as coumarins, see: Hernandez-Galan et al. (1993) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2008) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
The reaction was quenched by addition of 1 N HCl (10 ml) and the aqueous layer was extracted with ethyl acetate three times. The combined organic layers were concentrated under reduced pressure. The crude residue was dissolved in hot ethanol. The slow evaporation of ethanol yielded colorless needle-like crystals (90%, 680 mg).
Refinement
The H atoms were placed in calculated positions and allowed to ride on their carrier atoms with C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å and with U iso = 1.2U eq (C) for CH and CH 2 and U iso = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 groups.
Figures Fig. 1 . Crystal Structure of Ethyl 2-(3-acetyl-6-methyl-2-oxo-2H-pyran-4-yloxy) acetate (50% ellipsoids).
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